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ABORIGINAL RANGER PROGRAM 
9. Ms J. FARRER to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to supporting Aboriginal employment and creating jobs 
for Aboriginal people, in particular, jobs on country. 
(1) Can the minister outline to the house how the Aboriginal ranger program will provide jobs and training 

opportunities for Aboriginal men and women? 
(2) How will Aboriginal organisations benefit from this program? 
Mr B.S. WYATT replied: 
(1)–(2) I thank the member for Kimberley for the question. On this day that we have our first acknowledgement 

to country and the day that marks 10 years since the apology to the stolen generations, I am very pleased 
to take the question about one of the more personally significant budget measures in the 2017–18 budget 
to fund, as per our election commitment, the Aboriginal ranger program. As we all know, we have a vast 
state with a small population across that vast state. We also know that connection to country, the practice 
of culture, is an important reason that led to the apology and that those generations of Aboriginal people 
who were stolen were disconnected from their country and their families. In our first round of this ranger 
program we have announced that 13 ranger groups from all around WA will share in almost $8.5 million. 
As a result, 85 jobs will be created this year and 80 rangers will be trained under the program in 
conservation and land management. Importantly, 47 of those jobs are for female Aboriginal rangers. 
Through the Minister for Environment, commonwealth programs, such as Indigenous Protected Areas, 
and commonwealth support for its own rangers as well as private sector support for rangers, this is 
intended to create not just conservation and land management opportunities across our vast state in 
Western Australia, but also real ongoing opportunities for Aboriginal people, taking value from centuries 
of cultural practice and protection of country. Importantly, all funding going into regional 
Western Australia, where our Aboriginal rangers live, will go towards ranger programs to highlight the 
diversity from the central desert region, the south coast, the goldfields, the south west, the midwest, the 
Pilbara and the Kimberley. Just to give members an idea of the interest and excitement from the 
Aboriginal community in respect of our ranger program, round 1 had over 60 applications to the value of 
$60 million. There is a huge interest in our $20 million program. Of course 60 does not go into 20—those 
were the days of the former government, not this government—but round 2 of the Aboriginal ranger 
program will be announced in 2019, and I expect just as much interest in round 2 as the wonderful interest 
we have received in the first round. 
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